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‘ROADS’ SCHOLAR

Time to expose myths of speeding

‘safety’ groups. pollce and media

cohorts insist there is an epidem-
lc of dangerous speeders wreaking
havoc on our roadways. They preach
many other related claims. Speed lim-
its, especlally lower ones, enhance
safety. Speeding causes a huge per-
centage of accidents. Hence, for our
collective “safety,” speed enforcement
remains the top prlority of most police
departments.

The paragraph abovg contains very
Itttle truth. In reality, there occurs an
epidemic of unethically underposted
speed limits. The Federal Highway
Administration Speed Limit Survey of
1992, completed over five years in 27
states, remains the most comprehen-
slve objective study ever done on the
subject.

Conclusions include: more than 90
percent of speed limits are set too
low, speed limits have no real effect
on highway speeds or safety and need
to be set according to proper engi-
neerlng criterla, not political mandate.

It says, “The posted speeds make
technical violators out of motorists
driving at reasonable and safe
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speeds.”

Speed survey readlngs, recorded by
Florida's Department of
Transportatlon at 11 freeway sites in
May 1999, showed no clear majority
compliance (more than 51 percent of
motorists) anywhere! The average
zone achieved only 30 percent adher-
ence to the speed llmit — the same as
in 1992. Four locations garnered less
than 20 percent. This epidemic of mal-
practice makes criminal the reason-

able, safe behavior of the vast majority
of motorists.

The correct method for setting a
speed limit Invoives a traffic englneer-
Ing study to measure and determine
the free-flow travel speeds on a given
road. The limit should them be posted
at the 85th percentile speed, the
speed at or below which 85 percent of
peopie drive. This happens to be the
universally accepted, proper, sclentif-
ic, democratic and safest method for
posting the speed limit.

Studies consistently prove that, on
most roads, from five to 10 mph above
average (+ 12 mph on freeways)
reflects the safest travel speeds. This
speed colncides with the 85th per-
centlle on all roads and the 90th per-
centlle on Interstate highways. The
slowest drivers crash the most, not
the fastest.

According to the Maryland
Department of Transportation’s “Drive
to Survive, A speed limit based on the
85th percentile speed offers the great-
est chance of achleving some unifor-
mity In speeds.” Less speed variance
reduces tailgating and lane surfing,
thereby Increasing safety.

WIll drivers always do 10 mph over?
No. An Arizona Department of

Transportation study {Oct. 1997) says,

“Before and after studles consistently
demonstrate that there are no signifi-
cant changes In traffic speeds follow-
Ing the posting of new or revised
speed limits.” Real world exampies
include 1-95, Yamato Road and
Montana.

Lower speed llmits cannot enhance
safety. After the National Motorists
Associatlon Inspired repeal of the 55
mph speed limit Nov. 28, 1995, “safe-
ty" groups screamed, “6,400 lives will
be lost.”

Over three years have passed with
more than 40 states ralsing limlts.
Results: about 500 fewer fatalities on
all U.S. freeways. Montana achieved a
record safe year during 1996, with no
daytime speed llmit. Over 65 percent
of the German autobahns contaln no
gspeed limits, yet maintain an equlva-
lent, death rate to our interstates.

Contrary to “speed kllls” propagan-
da, only 1.77 percent of all drivers in
1998 crashes were assigned *speed
too fast” as a contributing cause.

So why do police spend 60-70 per-

‘safety’ lobby

cent of their time writing speeding
tickets as compared to all other mov-
ing violatlons? Money! Florida police
wrote 733,087 speeding cltations in
1997, netting more than $95 million. -
All states combined extort more than
$2 billion annually. Insurance gouges -
more than $6 billion.

In Florida, fallure to yleld, resulting
in a crash, receives a $78 fine.
Speeding 20 mph over the limit while
driving safely results In a $168 fIne.
Justice? Safety? Furthermore each -~
speeding fine feeds 12 different gov-
ernment agencles, with about half
benefiting the locality of the infraction.

It's time for thls “safety” facade to
meet, the wrecking ball. The real issue
concerns citizen rights v¥s. govern-
ment/insurance power and money. Let 3
democracy be more than rhetoric.
Make people more important than
money. Accomplish both by passing
the Mode! Speed Zoning Bill, which
would requlre, by law, setting properly
engineered 85th-90th percentile speed
lImlts.

Greg Mauz of Delray Beach Is the Florida aciivist for the
Nattonal Molorists Assoclation.



Saueth Florida 5 _”W; - A l‘;
Siiii-Sentinel "4+

[-595

speed limit

to rise

The rea IS?‘ﬁr)‘:
The 5peed
[imit was
illegally foul!
Dey 8

x

l

* interstates above 55 mph. Buta deci

in next few weeks
BY MICHAEL TURNBELL g
TRANSPORTATION WRITER 4]

In a few weeks, drivers on Inter
state 595 will legally get to do wha
many do already: drive 65 mph.

The Florida Department of Trans
portation is raising the speed lim#
from 55 mph to 65 mph on the ful
length of 1-595 between U.S. 1 and
junction of Interstate 75 and the Saw
grass Expressway. k 3

The change will take effect as soo
as new signs are posted. That’s ex
pected to happen in the next fe
weeks. &

Rick Mitinger, an engineer for th
DOT’s office in Fort Lauderdale, sai
the new 65-mph speed limit will b
much closer to the speed that mo
people drive comfortably.

At least four speed studies since thi
first leg of 1-595 opened in 1989 have
found that 85 percent of the drivers
70 mph or faster. “Every single tim:
we got the same results,” he said.

.In 1995, the federal government al
lowed states to raise limits on certair

sion to increase the speed limit or
1-595 was put off until a number o
safety improvements could be made
including the widening of the en
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“It's about time.... Now at least

the speed limit will reflect more

of reality, and | know a lot of
cars are going faster than that.”

GREG MAUZ |

DELRAY BEACH ACTIVIST WITH THE FLORIDA CHAPTER OF
THE NATIONAL MOTORISTS ASSOCIATION, ON THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF A 65-MPH SPEED LIMIT ON 1-595
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trance ramp from southbound
Interstate 95 to westbound
1-595.

“We wanted to make sure
the changes weren’t going to
negatively impact the travel
flow before we changed the
speed limit," Mitinger said.

Delray Beach resident Gre
Mauz, an activist with the Flon-

da chapter of the National Mo-
torists Association, which has
lobbied for speed limit increas-
es throughout the country, was
happy to hear the news.

“It’s about time,” Mauz said.
“[The 55-mph speed limit] did
not reflect the reality of what
cars were going. Now at least
the speed limit will reflect more
of reality, and [ know a lot of
cars are going faster than that.”

Marc Jaro, of Coral Springs,
who commutes on 1-595 fre-
quently, said it’s hard to drive
55 mph when the speed limit
on other expressways in Brow-
ard is 65 mph or higher.

“If1dodrive 55, everyoneis
passing me, and it is danger-
ous,” Jaro said.

The DOT is waiting for
speed limit signs from its shop
in Lake City. Mitinger said the
new replacement panels will be
installed over existing signs. A
few new signs, however. will be
placed where drivers enter the
highway at key points to rein-
force the new speed limit.

Mitinger said eastbound
1-595 drivers approaching the
U.S. 1 Northexit will see a new
type of warning sign, a yellow
diamond-shaped sign, tetling
them to reduce speed as they
approach the end of the high-
way where it feeds into Eller
Drive at Port Everglades.

While drivers might be
thrilled with the pending
change, law enforcement offi-
cersaren’t happy about it.

Lt. Bill Ferrell, of the Florida
Highway Patrol, said many
drivers break the speed limit,
cruising at 70 mph or more.
“We have a slogan. ‘Speed
kills.” And it does,” Ferrell said.

The Highway Patrol will
likely set up stricter enforce-
mentand put more troopers on
the road when the new limit
takes effect “We will go out
there and do our job and en-
force that law,” Ferrell said.

In 1997, the DOT raised
speed limits on 1-95 in Broward
from 55 mph to 65 mph.

In Palm Beach County, the
I-95 speed limit also was raised
to 65 mph from the Broward
line to Linton Boulevard and
from Northlake Boulevard to
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Northlaite because of constiue-
tion and increased to 70mpl
irom PGA Boulevard north

through Martin and St. Lucie
counties to State Road 70U near
Fort Pierce.

1-95 in Miami-Dade Countv
retains the 55-mph speed limit.
mostly because of congestion.
roadway design and the inter-
state’'s urban status.

The DOT’s District 4 office,
which covers Broward and
Palm Beach counties, has the
final say on setting speed limits
on state roads in the district.

In addition to doing a speed
study, the state will consider

Highway engineers say
it's safer and less
congested if speed limits
are set at or below the
limit that 85 percent of
drivers travel when

trafficis flowing freely.
Should bes 75 MPH
roadway design, traffic vol-
umes, and whetheranareais
urban, suburban or rural be-
fore adjusting speed limits.

“If conditions get worse in
the foreseeable future. we may
have to reduce it again,” Mitin-
ger said of the I-595 change.

In the traffic engineering
world, roads are considered
saferif everyone travels at the
same speed. That way, there’s
less weaving and tailgaling.

Generally, highway engi-
neers say, it's safer and less
congested if speed limits are
setat or below the limit that %5
percent of drivers travel when
traffic is flowing freely.

Mitinger said he doesn’t ex-
pect people will drive faster
Justbecause the speed limit is
raised.

Studies show the average
speed of traffic doesn’t in-
crease when limits go up.

“It really is a comfort level
for most drivers,” Mitinger
said.

Mauz of the National Motor-
ists Association said he also
doesn’t expect driving habits to
change.

“The numbers change on the
signs, but the travel speeds on
the road remain the same,”

Mauz said. “The only thing that

changes 1s the amount of peo-
ple in compliance to the limit.”

Michael Tumbell can he
reached at mturnbellic sun-
sentinel com nr G54 1N LTRS



