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Engineers want speed

. , 

BY JEFF SlEl.KE 
: ~TAFF WRITER 

~: Motorists using a portion of 
~EI Clair Ranch Road seem to 
~h~v,e )ead feet. according to 
: C9~ engineers. 
': ·Roc -that reason, engineers 
:TiceEc&ay will ask Palm Beach 
'c'au:nty Commissioners to 
increase the speed limit from 
30~ mph to 35 mph on the road 
wes't 'of Delray Beach. The 
incr~.ase. between Boynton 
Bead); Boulevard and Via Vista. 
wlll 'likely be approved on a 

trial basis for 120 days. 
But experts and activists both 

say the increase is minimal. at 
best. given recent traffic stud­
Ies. 

Dan Weisberg. assistant 
director of the engineering traf­
fic dIvision, said that in hIs 
experience with the county, he 
has never heard of a trial-basis 
speed-limit increase. 

"Speed increases have never 
been done on a trial basis." he 
said. "We rarely increase 
speeds. [ can only think of six. 

eight or 10 times when the 
speeds havy been increased. 
This 'sounds like the kind of 
thing that is an issue for one 
commissioner." 

Weisberg would not mention a 
county commissioner by name, 
but Burt Aaronson represents 
the area, and he has been long 
been vocal about speed limits 
and traffic-safety issues. 

The recommendation for the 
increase is based on a widely 
accepted traffic-engineering 
formula that links the.,posted 
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speed limit to the speed that 85 
percent of drivers maintain on 
any given road. 

"Those studies show the most 
of the drivers (on EI Clair 
Ranch Road) were driving in 
the high 40s," Weisberg said. 
"Based on that. increasing (the 
speed limit) to 35 is low. But I 
haven't surveyed the road. '. 

Even though the posted speed 
is expected to increase, it is not 
enough of a hike for Greg Mauz, 
Florida activist for the National 
l'vlotorists Association. 

And Mauz said he prans to 
speak out at Tuesday's meeting 
that begins at 9:30 a.m, in West 
Palm Beach. 

"To start with, it is a,£:ainst 
the law to set the speed limit 
on EI C1Jir Ranch Road at only 
3~ mph," Mauz said. "State 
laws require that speeds be 
posted Within 8 mph of the 
speed that 8~ percent of dl'i ­
vel~S use the road at. If 85 per­
cent of motorists travel -+8 mph 
on El Clnir Ranch Road. then 
the spp-eli limit should set at 

either 50 or 45 mph, and not at 
35 mph." 

The speed limit 18 not the only 
issue facing EI Clair Ranch 
Road. Residents liVing near a 
blinking traffic light at the 
intersection of El Clair Ranch 
Road and West Atlantic Avenue 
have asked the Florida 
Department of Transportation 
to change the temporary light 
to a fully operational light. 
Scate officials have promised an 
answer by the end of the 
month. 
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T1ll1e to expose myths of speeding
 
able. safe behavior of the vast majorIty 

'safety' groups, police and mediaThe government, insurance·funded 
of motorists. 

cohorts insist there is an epidem­ The correct method for setting a 
Ic of dangerous speeders wreaking speed limit Involves a traffic engIneer­
havoc on our roadways. They preach Ing study to measure and determine 
many other related claims. Speed lim­ the free-now travel speeds on a gIven 
Its. especIally lower ones, enhance road. The limit should then be posted 
safety. Speeding causes a huge per­ at the 85th percentlle speed. the 
centage of accIdents. Hence, for our speed at or below which 85 percent of 
collective "safety." speed enforcement people drive. This happens to ba the 
remains the top priority of most pollee unIversally accepted. proper. scientif­
departments. ic, democratic and safest method for 

The paragraph abov~ contains very posting the speed t1mit. 
little truth. In reality, 'there occurs an Studies conSistently prove that, on 
epidemic of unethically underposted most roads. from five to 10 mph above 
speed llmlts. The Federal Highway average (+ 12 mph on freeways) 
Adminlstratlon Speed LimIt Survey of renects the safest travel speeds. This 
1992, completed over five years in 27 speed coIncides with the 85th per­speeds."
states. remains the most comprehen­ centile on all roads and the 90th per­Speed survey readIngs. recorded bysIve objective study ever done on the centile on Interstate highways. The

Florida's Department ofsubject. slowest drIvers crash the most. not 
Transportatlon at 11 freeway sites in Conclusions Include: more than 90 the fastest. 
May 1999. showed no clear majOrity percent of speed limIts are set too According to the Maryland 
compliance (more than 51 percent oflow. speed limits have no real etfect Department of Transportation's "Drive 
motorists) anywhere~ The average on hIghway speeds or safety and need to Survtve. A speed limit based on the 

to be set accordIng to proper engi­ zone achIeved only 30 percent adher­ 85th percentile speed offers the great­
neering criteria. not polltlcal mandate. ence to the speed IImi(.- the same as est chance of achIeving some unifor­

It says, "The posted speeds make In 1992. Four locations garnered less mity In speeds." Less speed variance 
technical violators out of motorIsts than 20 percent. ThIs epidemic of mal­ reduces tallgating and lane surfing. 
driving at reasona ble and safe practice makes crlmlIlal the reason- thereby IncreasIng safety. 

Greg 
MaUl 

Will drivers always do 10 mph over? cent of their time writing speeding 
No. An ArIzona Department of tickets as compared to all other m.ov­
Transportat1on study (Oct. 1997) says. Ing violations? Money~ Florida poliCe 
"Before and after studies consIstently wrote 733,087 speedIng citations In 
demonstrate that there are no sIgnifi­ 1997, netting more than $95 million.. 
cant changes In tramc speeds follow­ All states combIned extort more than 
Ing the posting of new or revised $2 bHHon annually. Insurance gouges' 
speed limits." Real world examples more than $6 bllllon. 
Include 1-95. Yamato Road and In florida. failure to yteld, resulting 
Montana. In a crash. receives a $78 fine. 

Lower speed limIts cannot enhance Speeding 20 mph over the limIt while' 
safety. After the National MotorIsts driving safely results In a $168 nne. 
Assoclatlon Inspired repeal of the 55 Justice? Safety? Furthermore each' . 
mph speed limit Nov. 28. 1995, "safe­ speeding fine feeds 12 dltferent gov~ . 
ty" groups screamed, "6,400 lives will ernment agencies, with about half 
be lost." benefiting the 10cal1ty of the infraction. 

Over three years have passed wlth It's ttme for this usafety" facade .to' _ 
more than 40 states raIsIng I1mlts, meet the wreckIng ball. The reallss'ue 
Results: about 500 fewer fatalities on concerns citizen rights ~s, govern- i 
all U.S. freeways. Montana achieved a mentJlnsurance power and money. Let ~ 
record safe year during 1996. with no democracy be more than rhetortc. 
daytime speed limit. Over 65 percent Make people more Important than 
of the German autobahns contain no money. Accomplish both by paSSing
speed limits, yet maIntain an equIva­ the Model Speed Zoning BlIl. which
lent death rate to our Interstates. would reqUire, by law, setting properly 

Contrary to "speed kll1s" propagan­ engineered 85th-90th percentile speed 
da, only 1.77 percent of all drivers In limIts.
1998 crashes were assigned 'speed 
too fast" as a contributing cause. Greg Mauz or De/ra.I' Beacl) Is Ihe Florida Bel.Mat for the 

So why do pollce spend 60-70 per- NAt/anal M%rlsl.S Assoelal/on. 
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Ult's about time .... Now at least 
the speed limit will reflect more 
of reality, and Iknow a lot of 
cars are going faster than that:' 

By MICHAEL 1URN»ELL 
TRANSPORTATlON WRITER 

In a few weeks, drivers on Inter 
state 595 will legally get to do wha 
many do already: drive 65 mph. 

The Florida Department of Trans 
portation is raising the speed Ii . 
from 55 mph to 65 mph on the fu] 
length of 1-595 between U.S. 1and th 
junction of Interstate 75 and the Sa -
grass Expressway. ' 

The change will take effect as soo 
as new signs are posted. That's eX' 
pected to happen in the next fe 
weeks. 

Rick Mitinger, an engineer for tb 
DOT's office in Fort Lauderdale, sai 
the new 65-mph speed limit will 
much closer to the speed that mo , 
people drive comfortably. 

Ai least four speed studies since th' , 
first leg of 1-595 opened in 1989 hav<­
found that 85 percent of the drivers g 
70 mph or faster. "Every single tim 
we got the same results," he said. 

,In 1995, the federal gq:vemment aI 
lowed states to raise limits on certa' 
interstat~ab9ve55 njph. Buta deer 
sion to increase the speed limit 0 
1-595 was put off until a number 0 
safety improvements could be made 
includii1g the widening of the en 
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Switch to 65 mp 
expected to oc,..,~ 

in next few wee 

The rea f5iot',: 
The. speed 
liMi+ waS J 
i II~Qlly loW. 
~m GREGMAUZ 

D£LRAY BEACH ACTI~lSTWITH THE FLOJHDA CHAPTER OF 

THE NATIONAl. MOTORISTS ASSOCIATlO'l, ON THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF A 65-MVl< SPEW LlMrTON 1·595 

trance ramp from southbound 
Interstate 95 to westbound 
1-595. 

"We wanted to make sure 
the changes weren't going to 
negatively impact the travel 
flow before we changed the 
speed limit," Mitinger said. 

Delray Beach resident Greg 
Mauz, an activist with the Flori­
da chanter of the National Mo­
torists Associatio n, which has 
lobbied for speed limit increas­
es throughout the country, was 
happy to hear the news, 

"It's about time," Mauz snid. 
"(The 55-mph speed limit] did 
not reflect the reality of what 
cars were going, Now at least 
the speed limit will reflect more 
of reality, and 1know n lot of 
cars are going faster than thnt." 

Marc lara, of Coral Springs, 
who commutes on 1·595 fre­
quently, said it's hard to drive 
55 mph when the speed limit 
on other expressways in Brow­
ard is 65 mph or higher, 

"If Ido drive 55, everyone is 
passing me, and it is danger­
ous," lara said, 

The DOT is waiting for 
speed limit signs from its shop 
in Lake City. Mitinger said the 
new replacement panels will be 
installed over existing signs, A 
few new signs, however. will be 
placed where drivers enter the 
highway at key points to rein­
force the new speed limit. 

Mitinger said eastbound 
1-595 drivers npproaching the 
U,S, 1 North exit will see n new 
type of warning sign, a yellow 
diamond-shaped sign, telling 
them to reduce speed as they 
approach the end of the high­
way where it feeds into Eller 
Drive at Port Everglades, 

While drivers might be 
thrilled with the pending 
change, law enforcement offi­
cers aren't happy about it. 

Lt, Bill Ferrell, of the Florida 
Highway Patrol, said many 
drivers break the speed limit, 
cruising at 70 mph or more, 
"We have a slogan, 'Speed 
kills,' And it does," Ferrell said, 

The Highway Patrol will 
likely set up stricter enforce­
ment and put more troopers on 
the road when the new limit 
takes effect. "We will go out 
there and do our job and en­
force that law," Ferrell said, 

In 1997, the DOT raised 
speed limits on 1-95 in Broward 

, from 55 mph to 65 mph. 
In Palm Beach County, the 

1-95 speed limit also was raised 
to 65 mph from the Broward 
line to Linton Boulevard and 
from Northlake Boulevard to 
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1111111<11£ 'Cl~lSeol L(lIlSLr ". 
tJ n <lnd inneD. d ttl i11llpft 
irom PG Ilul!'vard nc rrh 
througl Martin an ,'t.L ci 
counties to Slate Roa I 7t1 II 'ur 
Fort Pierce, 

1-95inMiami-Da eCouny 
retains the 55-mph speed limi , 
mostly because of congestion, 
roadway design and the inter­
state's urban status. 

The DOT's District 4 office, 
which covers Broward nnd 
Palm Beach counties, has the 
final say on setting speed limits 
on state roads in the district. 

In nddition to doing a speed 
study, the state will conc;ider 

H·g way engineers say 
" 's s.afer Riess 
congeste . speed limi s 
- e set a r: elo he 
limit hat 85 pen n of 

rivers tr 
traffic is flo :ri 9 freely, 
Should be.; 75 MPH 
roadway design, traffic vol­
umes, and whether an area is 
urban, suburban or rural be­
fore adjusting speed limits. 

"If conditions get worse in 
the foreseeable future. we may 
have to reduce it again." Mitin­
ger said of the 1-595 chnnge. 

]n the traffic engineering 
world, roads nre considered 
safer if everyone travels at the 
same speed, That way, there's 
less weaving and tailgating, 

Generally, highway engi­
neers say, it's safer and less 
congested if speed limits are 
set at or below the limit that, 5 
percent of drivers travel when 
traffic is flowing freely. 

Mitingersaid he doesn't ex­
pect people will drive faskr 
just because the speed limit is 
raised, 

Studies show the average 
speed of trnfflc doesn't in­
crease when limits go up. 

·,It really is a comfort level 
for most drivers," Mitinger 
said, 

Mauz of the National Motor­
ists Association said he also 
doesn't expect driving habits to 
change, 

"The numbers change on the 
signs, but the travel speeds on 
the road remain the same" 
Mau? said, ''The only thin'T th~t 
changes is the am(}~11 of peo­
ple in compliance to the li it." 

Michae To mbell CUll h(' 
reached at mturnhplllrl slIn­
senHrrpl rnm nr 1/'1.1.' ':':;•..1, r.;~ 


