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Thursday, March 30, 2000

Honorable James B. Fuller

Florida House Transportation Committee
Room 418 House Office Building

404 South Monroe Street -
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300

Re: House Bill 1159 (Camera Enforcement)

Dear Representative Fuller:

The enactment of a law permitting camera enforcement of red-light violations would
abrogate two vital traditions that took nearly a millenium to become engrained in the
jurisprudence of this nation. They are the presumption of innocence of an accused person
until and unless proven guilty, and the burden of proof on the government to prove guilt
beyond a reasonable doubt. Please refer to my enclosed recent article for elaboration.

Think deeply before you permit these precious protections to be taken away by the stroke
of a pen!

I spent 31 years serving my country in the U.S. Navy, first as a line officer, later as a

Judge Advocate, to preserve freedom for all of us. Please pitch in by taking a moment to
vote "NO"!

Respectfully,

C. Paul Ake
Captain, JAGC, USN (Ret.)

Encl:

"ERODING FREEDOMS" (article of March 17*, the "Boca Raton News")
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Residents offer suggestions
‘on slowing red-light runners

ROAD SAGE

Just mention motorists run-

' _ning traffic lights and some

people see red.

.. Two weeks ago I wrote that [
“had received calls complain-

. long-green light.”

ing about the number of peo-
ple who don’t stop for red
lights. I asked if anyone had a
solution.

A few have taken up the
challenge.

One caller suggested chang-
ing the timing on traffic sig-
nals:

“It seems like the main
drags going east-west have a
he said.
“And the cross streets have
long red lights.”

The caller pondered the rea-

‘soning behind this.

“It seems like they want to
get traffic out of town real
fast.”

Another suggested city coun-
cil loosen the purse strings
and spend more on law
enforcement.

More police officers, more
visibility, fewer traffic viola-
tions was this person's rea-
soning.

Delray Beach resident Greg
Mauz. who represents the

Florida Chapter of the

National Motorists

Association, sent me an arti-

cle from the AAA Foundation
for Traffic Safety.

“Best safety benefits resuit
fronr engineering,” Mauz
notes in the margin.

The article focuses on a pro-
gram in Detroit in which a
number of intersections were
re-engineered. Bigger traffic

- lights were installed. Traffic

Sy
O'Neill

signals were retimed. New
pavement markings for left
turns were added.

The cost of the first few
intersections was $35,000
each — “Less than the cost of
one camera” Mauz points out.

While the goal of the project
was to reduce crashes, there
was another benefit:
Redesigning the intersections
also reduced red-light run-
ning, according to the article.

An e-mailer offers a different
point of view:

“If people drove in the right
laue, not the left, and let the
people who need to go some-
where go, they would make
the red light and not run it.”

This person also suggests
that those in the left turn
lanes should move quickly
when the arrow turns green,
so all the vehicles in line can
make the turn in the time
ailotted.

Finally, amidst the phone
messages, emails and notes,

there is a call to action:

“The community needs to
organize around this issue. If
there is enough pressure from
the grassroots and the politi-
cians, then maybe the police
department will devote more
resources to enforcement of
running red light laws.

“I would love to see Boca
take the lead on this issue. If
the community makes enough
noise on it, something positive
will happen.”

Any volunteers?

Orange barrier blues:
Inspection begins this week
on the AIA bridge over Boca
Inlet. One southbound lane
will be closed from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 1
and Monday, June 5.

Delray Beach’s Linton
Boulevard Bridge over the
Intracoastal Waterway will be
closed to ail traffic June 7
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Traffic
will be detoured via Route 1,
Atlantic Avenue, and A1A to
the north: and Route 1,
Spanish River Boulevard and
A1A to the south.

The right northbound lane on
Military Trail will be closed
just north of Spanish River
Boulevard, from May 31
through June 1.

Plate du jour: BOCA GUY —
with a woman at the wheel!

You can rcach Sy 0'Nelli at 893-6618, or by
emall at Bocaroadsage@yahoo.com




